254                                   THEISM

Gospels?    Certainly  not the  fishermen of Galilee;
as   certainly  not   St.   Paul, whose   character   and
idiosyncrasies were of a totally different sort;  still
less the early Christian  writers  in whom   nothing
is more evident than that the good which was in them
was all derived, as they always professed that it was
derived,  from  the  higher  source.    What  could be
added and interpolated by a disciple we may see in the
mystical parts of the Gospel of St. John, matter im-
ported from Philo and the Alexandrian Platonists and
put into the mouth of the Saviour in long speeches
about himself such as the other Gospels contain not
the slightest vestige of,  though pretended to have
been delivered on occasions of the deepest interest and
when his principal followers were all present; most
prominently at the last supper.    The East was full
of men who could have stolen any quantity of this
poor  stuff, as  the multitudinous   Oriental   sects of
Gnostics afterwards did.    But about the life and say-
ings of Jesus there is a stamp of personal originality
combined with profundity of insight, which  if we
abandon the  idle  expectation  of  finding  scientific
precision where something very different was aimed
at, must place the Prophet of Nazareth, even in the
estimation of those who have no belief in his inspira-
tion, in the very first rank of the men of sublime
genius of whom our species can boast.    When this
pre-eminent genius is combined with the qualities of